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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the Appeal brief filed on 4/29/2009, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. A new ground of rejection set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1.111 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41 .31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 

below: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 12-14, and 17are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as not falling within one of the 
four statutory categories of invention. While the claims recite a series of steps or acts to be 
performed, a statutory "process" under 35 U.S.C. 101 must (1) be tied to particular machine, or 
(2) transform underlying subject matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or 
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thing. See page 10 of In Re Bilski 88 USPQ2d 1385. The instant claims are neither positively 
tied to a particular machine that accomplishes the claimed method steps nor transform 
underlying subject matter, and therefore do not qualify as a statutory process. The method 
including step of configuring an ASIC is broad enough that the claim could be completely 
performed mentally, verbally or without a machine nor is any transformation apparent. For 
example the step of "configuring an ASIC adapted for use in a plurality systems" is not tied to 
particular machine to configure the ASIC. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding to claims 2-5, the N and M in claims are failing to particularly point out what 
value of M and N are and the different between N and M (N = M or N>M or N<M). Therefore, 
the value of N and M should be defined in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1, 6, 7, and 10-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Leavitt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6491634). 

- With respect to claim 1, Leavitt teaches a system comprising: an application specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC) adapted for use in a plurality of systems (e.g. block 210 in fig. 2), 
wherein the system is one of the plurality of systems, and each system has a circuit configuration 
that uses a different number of signal channels for further processing by said application specific 
integrated circuit (e.g. signal channels in Fig. 1-7 that communicates in the system between 
blocks as in Fig. 2). 

- With respect to claim 6, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC comprises: a circuit 
configurable to provide a cross point switch function in a first configuration of said circuit 
configurations and to provide a signal summer function in a second configuration of said circuit 
configurations (e.g. Fig. 7 A shows the cross point switch function and summer for signal). 

- With respect to claim 7, Leavitt discloses wherein said cross-point switch function 
comprises selectively routing signal channels to one or more beam formers (e.g. signals from 
ASIC to beam former in Fig. 2). 

- With respect to claim 10, Leavitt teaches a system comprising: an application specific 
integrated circuit (ASIC) adapted for use in a plurality of circuit configurations (e.g. block 210 in 
Fig. 2), said circuit configurations providing for different numbers of signal channels for further 
processing using same circuitry of said application specific integrated circuit (e.g. signal 
channels in Fig. 1-7 that communicates in the system between blocks as in Fig. 2); wherein the 
ASIC is included in an application comprising a transducer (e.g. block 106 in Fig. 1), a beam 
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former (e.g. blocks 218 and 226 in Fig. 2), and a data path, and wherein the data path is in 
communication with the ASIC, the transducer, and the beam former (e.g. links in Fig. 2). 

- With respect to claim 1 1 , Leavitt discloses wherein the application further comprises a 
signal processing unit external to the data path and in communication with the data path at a 
number of points thereon and is operable to capture and insert information in the data path at 
each of those number of points (e.g. processor 258 in Fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 2-3, 5, 8, 9, and 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Leavitt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6491634) in view of Henderson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6695783). 

- With respect to claim 2, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach a plurality of multiplexors 
providing N to M signal multiplexing, wherein in a first configuration of said circuit 
configurations said ASIC is configured to provide N to M signal multiplexing, and wherein in a 
second configuration of said circuit configuration said ASIC is configured to provide N to M/2 
signal multiplexing. Henderson teaches a plurality of multiplexers (as in Fig. 6) for processing 
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signals. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to implement the multiplexors of Henderson into the ASIC (block 210 
of Leavitt) for processing to reduce signals. 

- With respect to claims 3, and 26, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) 
discloses all the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the 
multiplexer that Henderson teaches wherein said plurality of multiplexors include N signal 
inputs, M signals outputs (e.g. in fig. 6 number of input and number of output), at least one select 
signal input, and at least one enable signal input, said enable signal input being utilized in 
providing said N to M/2 signals multiplexing of said second configuration (Fig. 6-8 as signals 
input and selected, it is also well known in the art that the multiplexer has input, output signals, 
select signal and enable signal). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine for the 
reason as set forth above with respect to claim 2. 

- With respect to claim 5, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the multiplexer which 
Henderson discloses at least one of said select signals input and said enable signal input 
comprise a digital serial control bus (e.g. buses in fig. 8). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to combine for the reason as set forth above with respect to claim 2. 

- With respect to claim 8, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the summer function 
which Henderson also teaches wherein the signal summer function comprises a symmetric signal 
summing operation (e.g. block 76, 86, 1 16, and 126 in Fig. 8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to combine for the reason as set forth above with respect to claim 2. 
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- With respect to claim 9, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the symmetric signal 
summing which Henderson teaches wherein the symmetric signal summing operation comprises 
summing one or more signals that are determined to be of similar weight and delay (see col. 3, 
lines 30-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine for the reason as set forth above 
with respect to claim 2. 

- With respect to claims 25, and 29, Leavitt teaches an apparatus comprising: a sonogram 
imaging (e.g. the system in fig. 1) system including: a transducer (block 106 in Fig. 1); a beam 
former (e.g. block 2 1 8 and 226 in Fig. 2); a data path including a plurality of information 
channels connecting the transducer to the beam former (e.g. data path in fig. 2); and an ASIC in 
communication with the data path between the transducer and the beam former (e.g. block 210 in 
fig. 2). Leavitt fails to teach ASIC including circuitry operable as a bank of multiplexors to 
decrease a number of the information channels from the transducer to the beam former. 
Henderson teaches a plurality of multiplexers (as in Fig. 6) for processing signals. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to implement the multiplexors of Henderson into the ASIC (block 210 of Leavitt) for 
processing signals. 

- With respect to claim 30, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the circuitry included by 
the ASIC comprises a summation bus and cross-point switch circuitry. Henderson teaches the 
summation bus (Fig. 8 shows summation of bus and the switch circuitry of signals from FIFO). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at time of the 
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invention was made to implement the Henderson's ASIC into Leavitt's ASIC for multiplexing 
and switching signals in the system. 

- With respect to claim 31, Leavitt teaches wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) discloses all 
the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach wherein the summation 
bus is operable to decrease a number of information channels between the transducer and the 
beam former. Henderson teaches the multiplexers (in Fig. 8 shows the multiplexer from 2:1), 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to implement the ASIC of Henderson to the ASIC of Leavitt for 
multiplexing signals in the system. 

9. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Leavitt 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6491634) in view of Sipin (U.S. Patent No. 5000052). 

- With respect to claims 12 and 13, Leavitt teaches a method configuring an ASIC 
adapted for use in a plurality of systems (e.g. block 210 in fig. 2), wherein each system has a 
circuit configuration that uses a different number of channels, to provide said determined number 
of channels (e.g. signal channels in Fig. 1-7 that communicates in the system between blocks as 
in Fig. 2). Leavitt fails to teach determining a number of channels for use in a data path. Sipin 
teaches the number channels in the path (see col. 14, lines 45-46) for determining the capacity of 
the flow path. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to implement the method of determining number of channels 
in the path for determining the capacity of the path. 
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10. Claims 14, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leavitt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6491634) and Sipin (U.S. Patent No. 5000052) in further view of 
Henderson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6695783). 

- With respect to claim 14, Leavitt and Sipin teach wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) 
discloses all the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails summing data on 
each of at least two channels by the ASIC. Henderson teaches the summation bus (Fig. 8 shows 
summation of bus signals from FIFO). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at time of the invention was made to implement the Henderson's ASIC 
into Leavitt's ASIC for multiplexing and switching signals in the system. 

- With respect to claim 19, Leavitt and Sipin teach wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) 
discloses all the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach the 
multiplexors decrease a number of information channels between the transducer and the beam 
former. Henderson teaches the multiplexers (in Fig. 8 shows the multiplexer from 2:1), 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to implement the ASIC of Henderson to the ASIC of Leavitt for 
multiplexing signals in the system. 

- With respect to claim 20, Leavitt and Sipin teach wherein said ASIC (as in Fig. 2) 
discloses all the aspect of the claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach wherein the 
multiplexors are 2:1 multiplexors, and wherein operating as a plurality of multiplexors comprises 
selectively enabling one of every two 2:1 multiplexors, thereby providing 4:1 multiplexing 
functionality. Henderson teaches wherein said plurality of multiplexors include 2:1 multiplexors 
(e.g. in fig. 6 number of input and number of output), at least one select signal input, and at least 
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one enable signal input, said enable signal input being utilized in providing said N to M/2 signals 
multiplexing of said second configuration (Fig. 6-8 as signals input and selected, it is also well 
known in the art that the multiplexer has input, output signals, select signal and enable signal). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine for the reason as set forth above with respect 
to claim 2. 



Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PHUC H. TRAN whose telephone number is (571)272-3172. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHI PHAM can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PHUC H TRAN/ /Chi H Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 24 1 6 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 

2416 



